;•:;'£ 



C re ative C o m m o n s Attri b uti o n - S h ar e A I i ke 



en.wikipedia.org/wiki/WikiWorld 




WlKlW^RLD 1 



Offbeat or obscure articles 




WlKlW vRLD' 



6*7 <$**$$ 



'«i-*^3 



SSfiwW 





Hammerapace is a fen-envisioned, 
eKtradimensional, instantly 
accessible storage area in 
fiction. The concept is 
jokingly used to explain.. 




JM4HW 



Not much of the nature of Hammerspaee - 
is known, beyond the Surmise thai it -^ 
contains blunt objects in vast amounts. * 





Z^l 



i M U M^ 



nbckets of Harnmerspace 
or something similar, 
exist behind some 
trees, tent-strings, 
rocks, and other 
small or narrow 
objects ) allowing 
cartoon characters 
to hide behind 
things much smaller 
th^n themselves. _ 
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HELICOPTER 

PA D t KIT ap****** 

r MIVlDI I SS3SS&L 

to his or her child or children, par tied arty 
at educational institution*. Th#y are so 
named because i like a helicopter, 
they hcv<r closekj, rarely 
out of reach — ^ 

whether their- ^^^^Eft (**, 
children need €?*» V\3t // 
them or not 





Although the term !r f m* to 
have been in use as far back 
as 1991 p it only gain«d wide 
currency when American 
college adtnintstrAtorfi began 
using it in the early 2G£Os 
as late-wave baby-boomer 
parents earned notoriety 
fot practices stick as calling 
their children each morning 
to wake them up for class 
and. coinplftinitug to their 
professors about grade* 
the children had received. 

The rise of fche -Cell phot* 
is often blamed £?r the 
explosion of helicopter 
parenting/ It has been 
called "the world's longest 
umbilical cord.* 



Text excerpted from the Wikipadia article //eJicOpt&r parent. 27 August 2CD7 
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Pake Shemp 



The term referenced the 
comedy trio The Three Stooges. 
In 1955, Stooge Shemp Howard 
died of a heart attack. The 
Stooges still had four shorts 
to deliver by the terms of 
their contract. Newfaotage 
was filmed of the other two 
Stooges and edited together 
with stock footage. When 
continuity required that 
Shemp appear in these new 
scenes., they used Shempfc 
Stand- in to double for htm. 



It was aspiring filmmaker 
Sam Raimij. a pref essed 
Stcoges fatij who coined the 
term in the movie TJieEvtl 
Ve&d< Most of his crew and 
cast abandoned the project 
after production went well 
teyond the scheduled Six 
weeks. He was forced to use 
himself* his die-hard 
friends and brother Ted 
Raimi as "fake shemps," 

The terra stuck . 



To this day, Sam Raiwii's 1 
productions/ both feature 

film as well as TV work > 
use the term to refer to 
Stand-ins or nameless 
Characters. The most 
notable on&s are Bruce 
Campbell and Ted Raimi > 
who have "shemped* 
frequently throughout 
their careers. Both have 
had "shemp 11 cameos in 
nearly all of Raimi's movies , 
most notably in the 
Spider-Man franchise. 





-SECOND RULE 



The five- second rule is a popular old wives' tale regarding 
the eating of feed that has been dropped on the floor. 



Customary rules of hygiene dictate that food that has fallen to the 
the ground should be discarded, in order to prevent ingestion of 
disease -causing agents acquired from the dirtu surface. 
The rule states that food picked up within five seconds can 
Still be eaten. A study on the five-second rule was performed 
at the University of Illinois at Urbana- Champaign in ICOb- 

Swab samples from various floor/ aitound campus did not contain 
Significant arncunts of bacteria . The conclusion wa.4. thai in 
most cases, dry Floors would be safe to eat from. However, 
in cases where the floor was known to be contaminated, 
foods had a significant amount of bacteria in less 
than five seconds. A similar study in 1£07 using 
salmonella on wood, tiles and nylon carpet 
found that the bacteria were still thriving 
after 2$ days of exposure under 
conditions. 




Text excerpted from the Wikipedia article Fake shemp. 9 April 2C07 



Text excerpted from the Wikipedia article Five- second rule. 28 May icon 
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Charles Lane (January 16, i9os - 
Jaltj 9, 2007) was an American 
character actor, seen in countless 
movies and TVehows. He appeared 
in most Frank Capra films* including 
Mr. Smith Goes to Wash ington , 
Arsenic and Olj Lace and It's a 

Lane is perhaps most widely 
remembered for his portrayal 
of <J. Homer Bedloe on Fellic&it 
OvMclion — a mean -spirited 
railroad executive — and for hi£ 
appearance in the I Love Lucy 
episode "Lucy Gees to the Hospital ■" 

Despite his stern, hardhearted 
demeanor in films and television* 
friends and acquaintances Seemed 
to unanimously describe Lane 
afc Warm, fanny and kind. 

He was a founding member of the 
Screen Actors Guild in 1933. 

A documentary about bis 
life and career > entitled 
ybu Know the Face, is 
currently in production • 
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Text excerpted from the Wikipedia article ChsrlesLsne (actor). 




In cursive English handwriting, 
the Letters in a word are connected, 
making a word one single complex stroke 

lh the eighteenth and nineteenth 
centuries,, before the development 
oF the typewriter, professional 
Correspondence was written in. 
cursive — called a "fair hand." 
All clerks in a firm were trained to 
write in the exact same script. 
In the mid- nineteenth century , 
comparatively few children were 
not taught cursive. 

With the advent of computers, any 
task which would have once required 
a "fair hand" is now done using word 
processing and a printer. Increasingly. 
the teaching of cursive is being 
d«- emphasised in schools, and cursive 
writing is denounced as out-of-date 
and obsolete. 



I 



Text excerpted from the Wihipedia article Cursive. 26 Nov20Q7 
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FALL VUT BOY 



Fall Out Sou ie ari American 
rticl* band x romVi Im c tie , 
Illinois (a suburb of Chicago) 
£orm*d by friends Joe 
TVoHman (lead gwitar) and 
Pete Wenta (bass ejuitar), 
With Patrick Stump 

dead singer) and 

Andg Hurley (drams). 



The bind was nameless fbt their 
first two shovel. At the end of 
their second show, they asked 
the audience to yell out their 
ideas fbr a name. One audience 
member suggested "Fallout Boy/' 
a reference to the sidekick of 
the Simpsons carfcon character 
Radioactive Man. 



Widely considered to be a pop 
punk and rock bandj their 
latest work features a wide 
range of styles. A centre! part 
of the band's Sound ie rooted 
in their lyrics, mainly permed 
by Wenli, who uses, irony and 
other literary devices to 
narrate personal experiences. 




WihWrld 




A specific fear of Friday the 13th is 
called paraskavedekatriaphobia. Some 
people are so paralysed by fear that they 
are simply unable to get ottfc of bed 
when Friday the 13th, rolls around- 



Friday the 13th is i 

considered to be i 

a day of bad luck \ 

in English, German, 
Polish and Portuguese- 
Speaking cultures. 



I TH/NK I'M DEVELOPS 
PttQeopW0&lA - AM 
ABNORMAL PeAft. OF , 
^ DEVELOPING A 

v PHOBIA... 



is rr possible to s>Eveu>p 
ah a&hopmau fear of 

PHO&OPHO&fA? 



The Stress Management 
Center and Phobia Institute 
estimates that more than 
17 million people are 
aff ecied, ou a fear 
of this day. 



.VvAl' 



K^\ 



J 
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o 



I I, 
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Text exeerptea from the V^ikip«dia articles Tri$kaidekaphoi?ia and Friday the l&tft. 7 Way 2007 



Text excerpted from the Wikipedia artie Ie Fall Ou^Sty, 5 Nov 20O7 
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Ubbi Duhbi (also called PigGrsek or Double Dutch) 
is a language game spoken with English. 
Although popularised by the long-running PBS 
Ulavi£\Cto she*? ZOOM and by Bill Cosby (Fat Albert 
and the Cosby Kids), Ubbi Dubbi was in use mantj 
years before these came into existence. 




Ubbi Dubhi works by adding -tti - 
before the vowelfs) in each syllable : 

■ Speak — > spubeak 

■ hello — > hubellubo 

■ extra — > ubextruba 



"Dubealubor 
nubo dubeal?* f 





"Thube 
trabibe 
bubas n 
Spuboleuben. 




"Kuboufre 
ftfcired/" 



Obbu Do bby operates in the same way as Ubbi Dubbi, except — ob — is used, instead 
of — ob— . Obemglobigh is an alternate name for C bby Debbtj , and is actually 
the word english transliterated wsing the Obby Dobby rales. 

A*py Da i- pi.) is spoken in Australia and Wew Zealand* an4 works by adding — arp— 
before the voweUjs) i* each syllable. 
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Text excerpted from theWikipedia article Ubbi dubbi. 14 May 2007 



SARAH VOWELL 




Sarah JaneVowell (born December 27, 1969) 
is an American author, journalist, humorist 
and commentator. Often referred to as a 
"social observer," Vbwell has authored 
several books and is a regular contributor 
to the radio program This American Life. 

She was also the voice of the shy 
teenager Violet in the Pucar* 
animated film The tneredijjjes. 



Vowel] was born in Muskogee, 
Oklahoma, atid is part Cherokee. 
According to VoweU, "Being at least 
a little Cherokee in northeastern 
Oklahoma is about as rare and 
remarkable as being a Michael 
Jordan fan in Chicago," 



She cannot $wim , is afraid o£ heights 
and does not drive a car; She usual fu 
©nlists the aid of her friends and 
family to drive her to historical sites 
when doing research- 

She is currently; at work on tier next 
book, "The WcfBu Shipmates," which 
will be published in 2oog- 




Text excerpted from the Wikipe &ia article 5ara h Vowell> 17 September 2CCT 
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Theodor Seuss Geisel 
was a. famous 
American writer 
and cartoonist 
best known for his 
classic children's 
hxk& under the 
pen name Dr. Seuss, 
including The Cat 
ili the Hat, Green £qgs 
and Haw and How we 
Grinch Stole Christmas. 



"^a*^ 



As World War H began, 
Dr. Seuss turned 10 
political cartoons, 

drawing over 4CO 
in two years.,. 

Then in 1945, he joined 
the Army and was 
Commander of the 
Animation DepL of the 
First Motion Picture Unit 
of tine United States Army 
Air Forces. 



He became nationally 
famous from his 
advertisements for Flit, 
a common insecticide at 
the time. His slogan.. 

"Quick, Henry, the Flit!" 
became a popular catchphrase. 



c»^r 
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Shortly before the end of ihe 
Watergate scandal., Seuss converted 
one of his famous child rein's books 
into a polemic. Richard M.Wxon, 
Will you Please Go Now/ was 
published in major newspapers 
through the Column of his Friend 
ArtBuchyald. 

Nine days later, Nixon went. 
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Male pogonotrophy 
(the growing of 
facial hair, 
beardedness) 
is often 
culturally 
associated 
with wisdom 
and virility- 




In North America , many groups of men 
sometimes partake In moustache growing 
competitions. They offer a bonding 
experience for groups of young men. 




Lw°m< 



TO* majority of men, &r% , 
shave at the sink. Another 
\5% of men shave in the shower. _^ 




VJH^Pe CO THE 

OTHER 1"% op 
MEK SHA^e? 

OVP. GU«S: 

" — liiWi) 



In satirical fiction, the 
goatee is often a symbol 
of a character's evil 
twin. Mirror, Mirror, 
an episode of the 
television series StAr 
Trek- The Original 
Series, introduced such 
a Counterpart to the 
Character Spoefc in a 
Mirror Universe. 




HIGHLY \ 

ILLOGICAL..-/ 



...Yer \ 

D£VIM$HUY ) 

Yiwte. j 



^ 



Text excerpted from thewlkipedia articles Facial fair, MousUche, Shaving and Goatee, s Jan ace? 



Text excerpted from the Wikipedia article Dr. £euss« 18 Dec 1006 
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is a technological innovation, 
product or service that 
eventually overturns the 
existing dominant technology 
or status quo product in the 
market* For &x ample?, 
automobiles displaced 
horses for transport . 
Early roads were designed 
■for horses, not cars. 
Nevertheless , the potential 
for greater convenience* 
reliability and speed 
offered by the motorcar 
meant that the road 
system was eventually 
redesigned in its Cavor. 




The Eight Track gave the 
ability to have music 
travel with you in the car. 



Z£-^ 



The Cassette Tape 




displaced the j*. 
Eight Track, /Sr 


-jh\ 




f ving *r^\ /y&Sy 




lonoer^yfeg* rcry. 




play VJJfCji £g> 




times, <2^T C^ 




a Smaller r^si ">r- 




si-ze ot r5ft 5n£S 




player and {r&rf^Sr 




>npdiaj rsy'l^i 




and more viP^ Mji 




functionality, /\^s 






^J 


'^3»^ 


^-^ 




The Compact Disc displaced 
the Cassette Tape, giving 
higher quality and 
cheaper production costs. 



The Digital Audio Player 
is displacing the Compact 
Disc. From 15 -20 songS 
per CD to hundreds and 
thousands of songs in a 
smaller term factor, with 
Content that can be 
transferred effortlessly 
through the Internet. 






Proselytising religions such as 

Islam and Christianity are universalis^ 

viewing it as their task to convert as many people 

as possible to their religion. Some devoted adherents 

of many different ideologies view their credo as the 

ideal form of societal organization , and actively 

encourage its implementation throughout the 

world' Ironically, some calls to unite anti- 

globaliaation movements mau be seen as Utopian 

attempts by anarchists to take over the world 

from multinational corporations. 



Sttwie Griff in from 
the cartoon" Family 
Guy * has fanciful 
dreams of T~* 




Text excerpted from the Wikipedia article Disruptive technology, 2t May 2007 



Text excerpted from the Wikipedia article World q.oi-nirrn.liCn. 23 Jttly 2O07 
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Buffalo buffalo Buffalo buffalo buffalo 
buffalo Buffalo buffalo. 



is a grammatically correct sentence used as an example 

of how homonyms ■and homophones can be used to 
create complicated constructs. The Sentence is 
unp ai-ic.t: vat ed and uses three different reading of 
the word "buffalo" In order of their first use, these 
are: 



The city of 

Buffalo, New york. 



Homony m = a word form 
thai has two or more 
distinct meaning? 

Homophone = a word 
which is pmnounced the 
same as another word 
but differs in meaning 



-The animal 
"buffalo," in the 
plural (equivalent 

to buffaloes"), 
in order to 

avoid articles. 



The verb "buffalo," 
meaning to confuse, 
deceive or intimidate 





Substituting the 
synonym "bison H <br 
"buffalo" (animal), 
"bully rt for "buffalo" 
(verb) and leaving 
"Buffalo" to m«an 
the city , yields: 

Buffalo bison, whom 
other Buffalo bison 
bully, themselves 
bully Buffalo bison. 



'(&**& 



Text excerpted from the Wikipe&ia articles Buffalo buffalo Buffalo buffalo buffalo 
buffalo Buffalo buffkJQ.t Homonym and Homophone. 26 March 2007 



George P. Burden 

George P. Burdell is a fictitious student 
officially enrolled at Georgia Institute of 
Technology in Atlanta, Georgia USA in 1927 
as a practical joke. Since then, he has 
received several degrees, served in the 
military gotten married — and at one 
point even led the online poll for TIME 
Magazine's 2001 Person of the Year award. 

The credit for BurdelPs origins goes to 
William Edgar "Ed* Smith, who conceived 
the idea when he received two Georgia Tech 
enrollment forms. After enrolling him. Smith 
signed Burdell up for all the same classes he had. 

Smith would do all 
school work twice, 
changing it slightly 
to avoid professors 
catching his sham. 
When he had a test, he would take it twice 
and then turn it in under both names. 

By 1930, George had earned his bachelor's 
degree, and only a few years later received 
his master's degree. He became an official 
alumnus, even though his name has remained 
on the active student rolls ever since. 

Burdell is a campus icon, and his name is 
revered among the students. Incoming 
freshmen are introduced to him as one 
of the greatest alumni to graduate from 
2007 -^ " ~^S*^ ^"ii£&3W4 ■"' "'^ the school. 

artist's ^w i 

conception ^%^ JT 





1927 



artist's 

conception 



Text excerpted from the Wiltipedia article George P. SundcR* 3 September "2JX>7 
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I'LL NEVER fORGET THAT PAY 

IN MILWAUKEE WHEN 
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Hyperthymesia or 
hypertbyrnestic 
Syndrorne is a 

Condition where the 
affected individual 
has a superior 
autobiographical 
memory. 



A hyperthymestic pe-rsw 
can be asked a date f 
ar»4 describe the events 
that occurred that day, 
what the weather was 
like, and many 
seemingly trivial 
details that most 
people would not 
be able to recall. 






IT was may8i2> 

1976. THE SKY 
That morNinG 
WAS MOSTUY 
Ci-OU&Y "" 
A PERFECT 
JELLY-DOU&HWUT 
KirJp OF PAY. 



So far only one case 
o£ hyperthymesia 
has peen confirmed. 

WAIT A MIlMTEf 



ONLY 

ONE CASE 

HAS BEEN 
CO&JRP-MED? 






Researchers have studied the condition in a woman 
called "A,J" whose memory they characterize as 
"nonstop, uncontrollable, and automatic." 



I WOMOER WHETHER 
AJ KNOWS WHAT 
TME MUMBEROME 
SOHO WAS OH 

MAYg-rtj, 1^78. 



Text excarpted from the WiJcipedia article Hype/thymes/a. 29 Jan 2007 



Text excerpted front the Wikipedia article Extreme ironing, tt Feb 2C07 
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In contrast to the decades from 1920 to 1999, 
which are called "the Twenties," "the Sixties" 
and the like, the ItQoOz have no universally- 
accepted name. Some people refer to the 
decade simply as the "twenty hundreds." 
This can cause confusion , since this could 
reFer fo the entire 2lst Centura — or 
even the entire millennium. 



REMEMWR 

WHEW 

MICHAEL 

JACKSON 

WAS STILL 

WHITE? 



HE BECAME 

TRANSLUCENT? 






Other proposed names t 

- hilfi and mllies, from "nil* 
meaning "nothing w 

— 2Ks, from the Greek term khilioi, 
meaning w thousand" 

- 6zies> from the practice of 
calling the number zero *'O w 

- zeroes f double zeroes, ohs> 
double ohs and eh-oks 



Looking &>r a name for the decade has been 
problematic, especially in the United 
States, En most English-speaking countries, 
"Nought ies" and ''Noughts'* have come to 
be the most widely recognised and 
accepted terms. But in North America 
these terms have not become popular, 
largely because few Canadians or 
Americans even recognise the use of 
nought to mean aero; to their ears, 
Noudhties sounds like it is related to 
the adjective, naughty. 



FAMOUS 
FOR 8EtN© 
FAMOUS" 
IS REALLY 
JUST 

*BEfrJe 

FAMOUS 
FOR BCIN&." 
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refer* to the idiom "comparing apples 
and oranges/' which is used to indicate, 
that two items or groups of items 
have not been validly compared- 



WlKJPEDlA — 

The Free Encyclopedia 




The idiom may also he used to indicate that a false analogy 
Yias been made between two items, such as where an 
"apple" i& faulted for not being a good "orange." 

The Dutch speak 

of "comparing 
apples v/ith 
pears"; the same 
comparison 
is made in 
German and 
Swedish- 




Some languages use completely 
different items, such as Serbian 
{comparing grandmothers and 
frofls) or Romanian Cthe grandmother 
and the machine gun or the cow 
and the long Johns). 





Text excerpted from the Wikipedia article ZOOQs. 15 Angus* 1C&7 



Text excepted from the Witupedia article Appies and oranges, is Jan 20O7 
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The buttered cat -parados i& a paradox based on the 
tongue - in- cheek combination of two bits of folk wisdom: 

» Ca.ts alvays land on their feet. 

■ Butler eA toa&t always lands buttered side dcvn. 

The paradox arises when one considers what would 
happen if one. attached a piece of buttered toa^t 
(butter aide up) to the back of a cat, then dropped 
the cat from a height • 

Some people jokingly maintain that the experiment 

will produce an 
Anti- gravity 
effect,. They 
propose that as 
the cat falls 
towards the 
ground , it will 
slow dtfwn and 
Start to route, 
eventually 
reaching a Steady 
State of hovering 
a short distance 
from the ground 
while rotating at 
high speed as bath 
the buttered side 
of the toast and 
the cat's feet 
attempt to land 
on the ground. 
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Ah* Calvin (i50*-i5e+> was a French 
theologian during the Prot«tant 
Refer mat ion and was a central 
developer of Calvinism — *n approach 
to the- Christian life that c.mpha*vj*s 
God's sovereignty in all thirds. The 
System is perhaps best known ior 
its doctrines of. predestination 
arid total depravity > the fallen state 
of man as a result of the general 
Condition of sinfulness into which 
human beings are born. 

Thomas Hebbes C»88- i67R> was an 
English philosopher, today best 
remembered for bis work on 
political philosophy. Hobbes's 
account of human nature as 
self-interested cooperation has 
proved to be an enduring theory 
in the field of philosophical 
anthropology- 

Calvin a«d Hobbes is a comic strip 
written and illustrated by Bill 
Watteraonjfoiiewing the antics of 
an imaginative si* -year-old bey 
and his sardonic — albeit stuffed- 
tiger. The pair are named after 
John Calvin and Thomas Hobbes. 



i^tfV*** 



^#^»- 






Text excerpted from the Wikipedia article 5uitened eat paradox. « April W07 



Te*t excerpted from the Wikipedia articles tfohn Calvin, Calvinism, Tofcri depravity. Original sin, 
Thomas Hobbes itvL Calvin and Hobbes* so April WQt 
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"Placebo effects the 
term applied bu medical 
Science to the therapeutical 
and healing effects of an 
inert substance ^"sugar pill") 
in conjunction with 
the suggest ion from an- 
author ita Figure that 
the pill will aid in Vie almo- 
in the opposite effect , & 
patient who disbelieves in 
a treatment may experience 
a worsening of sumptoms. 




This "nocebo effect" % 
(Latin' "I will harm") 
can be measured in -the 
Same way an the placebo 
effect* eg- > when members 
of a control group receiving 
an inert substance report 
a worsening of symptom? ■ — 
nullif uinq the placebo 
effect fcy sirnphji having a 
negative attitude towardg 
the effectiveness of the 
Substance prescribed- 



<§&<* 



O 



The worsening of 
SUfmptotn? is a 
direct consequence 
of exposure to 
the placebo , but 
those symptoms 
have not. been 
chemically 
generated, by 
the placebo. 
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A pet skunk is 
a skunk kept 
by humans for 
companionship 

and enjoyment. 



.**«S 
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S&KT &LA*PS 
\ AW USUALLY 
fSE|*W£t> IH, 

AT ABOUT 
\ FCMft WEEKS 
OF AGE. 




Due to the 
complexity 

of their care, 
and the 
negative 
image of skunks 
as foul-smellimj 
animals, many 
people will not 
Keep a skunk 
as a pet. 



Bare hands c«rn be used for loving and Cuddling the 
skunk, but a Stuffed toy or band puppet should be 
used when playing \\|\ it ff t . 
with them . - - k* f* 
4u£ lo their 
sharp teeth 

and extremely 
long fangs. _■ 




Spanking or 

hitting a ^i** 

Skunk is nut $J"^ 

recommended, 

since it win 

cause him 

to become 

vengeful. 



^"V 



a 



i 
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Skunks need a wider variety of food 

than most pets. 

They tend to 

have a 

voracious 

appetite , 

Tnakingi 

obesity 
a common 
problem. 



Owners of Ffel Skunks 
[OoPSj is a non-profit 
organiiation whose 
mission is to better 
the lives of captive - 
bred Skunks. 




Text excerpted from the Wikipedia articles Placebo swdNocebc. HJanZOofi (""THA^s-i&jcHwsTcrtstO 



Text excerpted from the Wikipedia article Pet skunk. 2£ Feb 2007 
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A vsrsion <rf Scrabble called Clabbers -played by tournament Sc rabble players 
for fun — allows for tiles to be placed in any order on the board 
as loruj as they anagram to a valid word. 

The name derives from 
the fact that the words 
"Clabbers" and "Scrabble, 
form an anagram pair — 
the result of rearranging 
the letters, using all 
the original letters 
exactly once. 



Horizontal words 

from top to bottom: 



WACKY 

AH 

ARTIST 
MORON 
GENIUS 

NOD 
WAR 

SCRABBLE 



Vertical words 

from left to right : 

THINK 

UGLY 

SHY 

SRAINIAC 

GOT 

READER 

WORD 

ANAGRAMS 



Text excerpted from the Wikipedia articles Clabbers and Anagram. 5 Feb 1007 



Text excerpted from the Wikipedia article T/i faking about the immortajiiy of ihecrab. igFfeb2QC© 
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The 2006 documentary Wordplay by Patrick Creadon features Wfll Shwta, the editor 
of The New York Times crossword puszle, crossword constructor Merl Reagtaj and 
many other noted crossword Sol vets and Constructors- 

A crossword is a word puszle that normally takes the form 
of a square- grid of black and whit* squares. 
Typically, clues appear outside the ^rid, 
divided into an Across list and 
a Down list- 




Text excerpted from^H* Wikipedia articles Vferdplau(film) f Cro*swor<2 t 
Will Sftoriz and Mer7 Rea^fe. 5 Pec 2C07 J 
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The Wilhelm scream is a Stock sound effect 
first used in 1951 for the movie PisfcJw* 
Prams. This particular recording o£ a 
Scream has been used by sound effects 
teams in over BO films/ it is probably 
one of the most well-known 
cinematic Sound cliches. 




The Wilh elm's revival 
came from SterWars 
Series sound designer 
Ben Burtt, who 
tracked down the 
original recording 
("Man beinxj eaten 
by alligator"). Burtt 
named it after "pvt, 
WiIbelm,"aminor 
character who emitted 
the same scream in the 
1953 movie The Charge 
at Feather River. 




Its use in the Star Wars 
filrn^ was the beginning 
of something of an 
in -joke a.mon$sl Some 
sound, designers of the 
film industry. They 
continued to try to 
incorporate it into 
movies wherever feasible. 





Actor- singer ShebVcoley is 
considered to be the most likely 
voice 4ctor for the scream* 
having appeared on a memo as 
a voice extra for Distant Drums. 
Best known for his 1958 novelty 
hit "hxrple "People Eater/' 
Wooley also wrote the the me sono) 
for the long-running television 
show "Hee Haw." He was a regular 
on rf Hee Haw "as the drunken 
ccuntry songwriter Ben CkMer. 



Text excerpted from the Wikipedia articles Wilhelm scream and S&ei? WfcoJ*y. i» March 2co7 
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Exploding whales 
have been 
documented 
on two notable 
occasions, 
as wett as 
Several lesser - 
known ones. 



The most famous whale explosion occurred, in the 
United Stales at Florence , Oregon, in 1970/ when 
a dead sperm whale was blown up by the 
Oregon Highway Divis ion in an attempt — -£d 
to dispose of its rotting carcass ■ 



O 



£> ~* 



The explosion/ caught on f f Irn for a storg £ 
reported by Paul Linnman o£ KATU-TV 
Bwllatia, Oregon, 'blasted blubber 
beyond all bel ievable bounds- " 

A$^ ' 8" The incident became - w ' ' 
infamous vh*n • 
American humorist 
Dave Barry; wrote 
about it — ■ and later 
became well- known * _ _. ^, 
internationally when - . : ^r^—_^-- "■<^-- 

the fcotage circulated 
on the Internet. 



f J 



A second whale explosion occurred in tool in Tainan Citg, Taiwan. A buildup of gas 
inside a decomposing .Sperm whale caused it to burst while being transported 
on the bach cf a truch through the center of Tainan. The exploaic-n was reported 
to have splattered surrounding shop-fronts, bystanders and cars. 
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ambigram 



An atnbigram, also Sometimes known as 
an inversion , is a graphical figure that 
5 pel'-.; out a word not. only in its form as 
presented, but also in another 
direction or orientation . The first 
published reference to the term was b$ 
Douglas R- Hofstadter, a professor of 
cognitive science, who attributes 
the origin of the Word to a friend. 

—A mirror ambiqram ia a 4esign 
that can be read when reflected 
in a mirror, usually as the 
same word or phrase both ways. 

— Figure-ground is a tie sign 
in which the spaces 
between the letters of 
one word ferm another 
word. 



flmbiqravnS are etferciseS in graphic 
design that play with optical illusions, 
sgmmetru and visual perception. A 
rotational amMgram (examples below) 
presents severafmsfcances of words 
when rotated- The wor4 spelled out 
from the alternative directions) is 
often the same, but may be a different 
word when rotated. 




Text excerpted from the Wikipedia article Exploding whale. 12 Nov20O7 



Text excerpted from the Wild pedia articles Ambigram and Douglas tfofsiadter, with image 
files "Image- AmKgram.gif" and "Image \fegasAmbigram.JPG." 24 September 2007 
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The thagomizer is an arrangement of four 
to ten spikes on Che tails of particular 
dinosaurs — of which StegesQurus stenops 
is the most familiar. The tail arrangement 
is believed to have been a defensive 
weapon against predators. 



WlKJPEDlA 



The Five Encyck 



The term "tliagomizer "originated as a 
jeke from a F&rSide comic by Garjj Larson, 
in which a group of cavemen in a lecture 
hall are taught by their caveman 
professor that Hie spikes w«re named 
in honor of M the late Thag Simmons. 1 ' 

M Thagomizer ' h&Sj since the Far Side 
publication , been adopted as a genuine 
anatomical term and is used by 
multiple palacoutological authorities, 

including Hie Smithsonian Institution. 




they 

MICHT 



oVhn tenant Flan*burgh an4 Jctm Sidney Linnell —of the 
longstanding alternative nock duo They Might Be Giants — 
first met as teenagers growing up in. 1 ir.co In , Massachusetts* 
They began writing songs together while attending 
high schcol but never officially formed a band. 

The two attended separate colleges., but reunited in 198L 
after moving to Brooklyn (io the same apartment building 
on the same day). 




Text excerpted from the Wikipedia article T/ragortUZer, 2 Jan 2007 




Taking their name from the 1971 movie 
"They Might Be Giants*' which is in turn taken 
frcm ^Von Quixote passage about how 
Quixote fears windmills could be evil giants, 
the duo began performing their own music 
in and around New ^orkCify . Their atypical 
instrumentation? al»ng with their Sengs 
which featured unusual subject matter 
and clever wordplay^ soon attracted a 
Strong be al following. 

Commonly referred to btj the 
nickname ^Flans/'Flaneburgh 
is self-described as "manic n 

depressive, without the depression. 

bi a fVcple Magazine online pell— 
"The Most Beautiful Veople of 
1996"— Written finished 9*K 
(eight votes ahead of Sarah 
Michelle fieltar). 



Test excerpted from the Wikipedia articles Thug Might Be Giants, Jsnn FfonsburaJ? and Jchn Litmell. IS June W7 
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Tbrtt Kenny, born in 
1962 in East Syracuse, 
ICRj is an American 
voice actor perhaps 
beet known for his 
work in the animated 

Series". SpOnge'Sd* 
SqaarePanta, 
in which he is the 
voice of SpongeBob 
and a nambef of 
other characters. 
Aside from voice 
acting, Kenny has 
also been a cast 
member of the 
HBO sketch comedy 
program Mr. Show 
and the Fox sketch 
Show The Edge. 

Robert "Bobcat" 
Gold thwaii, art 
American comedian, 
was born in Syracuse, 
N,V.r in 196Z. He decided 
on a career as a 
comedian at an eatlu 
aeje and was performing 
professionally while 
Still in hiqh. School - 
He attended Sishop 
primes High School 
in East Syracuse, 
graduating with 
Tom Kenny - with 
whom he performed, 
$©ing by the sta^e 
names of "Bobcat" 
and "Tomcat." 



IMHK, 
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Tbny Clifton is a 
fictional character 
created and often 
played by comedian 
Andy Kaufman in 
the late 1970s. 
Clifton appeared 
to many as simply 
an abusive Lounge 
singer who 
sometimes 
opened for 
Kaufman. 




But Kaufman had the last laugh: 
most of the time that this 
happened j it wasn't Kaufman 
performing as Clifton at all. 
It would be Kaufman's brother 
Michael or his good friend* 
BobZrauda. 




Promoters who thought 
they had caught on to 
the joke started to 
hire Clifton to 
perform a show 
in their town 
because he 
was cheaper 
than booking 
Kaufman- 



CJift#n (possibly 
played by Zmuda") 
appeared once 
on Late Night 
with David 
Letterrnan, 
where he was 
interviewed 
and sang 
a medley 
with the 
band- 
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Tony Clifton still makes 
the odd appearance, 
most notably in the 
days leading up to 
May 16, 2C04-, the 
twentieth 
anniversary 
of Kaufmans 
death. 



cH 



Text excerpted from theWikipedia articles Tom Klenny and "Boheah &>?j£hwair. 20 Aug locrt 



Text exce r pted from the Wi kipedia artic le Tony Clift on . 19 Feb 2007 
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A tractor beam is a hypothefc icaJ. 
device wilk the ability &> attract 
one object to another from a 
distance. Tractor beams are 
frequently used in science 
iiciion becks and movies, 
A. Similar beam thai repels is 
called a pressor b*«n , 

Tractor beams are- most 
commonlg used c*rt spaceships 
and Space stations — as a 
device for securing or 
retrieving cargo, passengers, 
shuttle craft, etc. 
(anaiogous to cranes on 
modern wi i p ^ j . or as a 

means of preventing an 
enemy (rem escaping 
{analogous to grappling 
books) 

If a small spaceship 
applies * tractor beam 

to a large object such 
as a planet f the ship 
will be drawn towards 
the planet, rather 
than vice versa. 




= 




Truthiness is a satirical term 
invented by Stephen Colbert in 
reference to the quality by which 
a person claims to know something 
intuitively , instinctively, or "from 
the gut" without regard to 
evidence } logic, intellectual 
examination or actual facts. 

It was named word of the 
year for 2C05 by the 
American Dialect 
Society and for 2006 
by Merriam-Webster, 

"Truthiness 
refers to the 
quality of stating 
concepts or 
facts one wishes 
or believes to 
be true, rather 
than concepts 
or facts known 
to be true." 

The American Dialect Society 




" It used to be, 

everyone was 

entitled to their 

own opinion, 

but not their 

own facts. Bui 

that's nol the 

case anymore. 

Facts mailer 

not at all. 

Perception is 

everything . 

It's Certainty." 

Stephen Colbert , 
from an interview 

witli The Onion's 
AV. Club 




Text excerpted from the wtkipedia article Tractor Jbeam. I? Pec 2co7 



Text excerpted from the Wikipedia article TruthineSS. 22 Jan 2007 
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GODWIN'S LAW 



Ckdwin's Law is an adage 
formulated by American 
attorney and aut hor 
Mike Godwin* in 1990. 
The lav states: n A$ an 
online discussion grows" 
longer, the probability 
of a comparison 
involving Nazis or 
Hitler approaches 
one. 1 ' Godwin's Law is 
often cited in online 
discussions as a 
caution against the use 

Of inf '] amm \i< >r lj rhetoric 

or exaggerated comparisons. 




The rale does not m&ke any 
Statement as to whether 

any particular comparison 
to Killer or the Nazis might 
be appropriate, but only 
asserts that one arising 
is increasingly probable- 
It is precisely because 
sttcb a comparieon 
may sometimes be 
appropriate, Godwin 
has argued/ that 
overuse should be 
avoided — because it 
rob* th« valid comparisons 
of their impact. 



There is a tradition in tu&ng newsgroups and other Internet 
discuss ion forums that once such a comparison is made; the 
thread is finished and whoever mentioned the Nazis has 
automatically "lost" whatever debate vra.fi in progress, 
Godwin's Law does not apply to discussions direrfty addressing 
genocide, propaganda or other mainstays of the Nazi regime. 



*A* of Jul 3 2007, 
Godwin is general 
counsel for the 
Wikimedia Foundation. 



Text excerpted from the Wikipedia articles Godwin's ta*r and Mike Godwin. 

Photograph of Adolf Hitler from Wikipedia image file "image Hitler speech.jpg" 10 September "2007 
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Goregrind is a Subgenre of grindcore., 
which is related to music styles such 
as death metal, thrash metal and 
Crust punk. The main features that 
musically distinguish goregrind 
from grindcore are -• 

1- The use of an ocl&ve shifter en 
the vocals, creating a unique 
low-pitch ourgle texture — 
similar to the effects used in 
horror movies for a possessed, 
demonic or undead character. 
This generally renders all lyrics 
incomprehensible. 

2. More of a reliance orv downtuned 
textures frequently used in death • 
metal- 

The beginnings of goregrind cah be 
placed with the Bnt isk band Carcass.- 
The band's luries were awash with ■ >** j - 
complica-tedi medical terms / f - £ „ 

and stomach 'churning '*■,.' ,. . " ' ,«.'"■■ ' 
bodilu functions- f ■*■' •. 
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Text excerpted Cro»n the Wikipedia article Goregrind- 7 Jan 20C© 
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GEORGE STROUMBO 



GeotQe. SWumboulopouloS, 
commonly nicknamed'' Strombo," 
is a Canadian television and 
radio personality- Ho was born, 
in Malton, Ontario, *o a Greek 
father from Egypt and a 
Ukrainian mother. 

Stroumboulopoulos studied 
radio broadcasting and was a 
board operator at a Toronto 
spcrts radio station when he 
first emerged as an on -air 
personality . He became a program 
host , then a disc jockey at The Edxje 
modern rock radio in Toronto in 1997. 

His move to television as aVJand 
entertainment journalist at 
MucHMuSi<: and Citytv Toronto 
made him a national, celebrity. 



In December 2C04, 
Stroumboulopoulos left 
MuchMusic bo host a new 
live prime time news 
program on CBC Newswcrld: 
The Hour. Generally, the 
show consists of two or 
three interviews with & 
wide spectrum of guests, 
including politicians t 
rock stars, writers and 
actors . There also are 
Several fast -paced, and 
shorter segments in which 
George runs through daily 
news headlines, adding his 
own unique brand of witty 
commentary and retort. 




Terra 




Terry Qross i£ the host and co -executive producer 
of Fresh Air, an interview format radio show 
distributed throughout the United States 
by National Public Fadtfo* 

She began her ra4w> career 
in 1973 at a public 
station in Buffalo, 
NewVork- In 1975, 
she moved to Wliyy-TM 
in Philadelphia to 
host and produce 
Fresh Air, & local 
interview proqram. 
In 1985, Fresh Air 
went national- 

Gross has won praise 
for her low -key and 
friendly — yet often 
probing — Interview 
style, and for the 
diversity of her guests, 
She has a reputation for 
researching her guests' 
entire lives and asking fch 
aboui lesser known aspects 
of their early career*' 

At on e time, she lived in 
a commune. 

She reads at least one 
book a day. 



Text excerpted from the V/ikipedia ar tide* George Stroumboulopoulos and The Hour. 22 Oct 2007 Text excerpted from the Wikiped ia article s Terrcf GroZS and Fresh Air. 15 August 2cP7 
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A parody of The Beatles, jointly created by 
Eric Idle and Neil Inn es, the fictional group 
is best known for the 197Q mockumentary 
film about them., entitled All You Meed t$ 
Cash —closely following the chronology of 
The Beatles 1 own story. The cohesive' glue 
ofthe Film is the acclaimed soundtrack 



by Innes (ex-BoraoDofl Doo-Dah Band), 
who created songs for the film/ each an 
affectionate pastiche of a different 
Beatles song or genre of songs. It was 
one of the first films of its kind.* and an 
an inspiration for the cult comedy film 
This I& Spinal lap, which followed in 1964- 
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Soramimi 
Kashi 



Soramimi kashi (""misheard lyrics") is a term 
used in the Japanese language fc describe 
lyrics of a ser*$ that sound like the original f 
but are actually made up. Japanese 
comedian and TV personality Tamori has 
had a long-running "Soramimi Hour" 
segment on his TV program,, "Tamer i Clufe." 




An example would be the Mbldovan hand. O^Zone's song 
"Dragostea din tei" — which inspired Gary Brolsma's 
popular "Nuraa Numa Dance" video in- 2&>5: 

"Vrei sa pleci dar nutna^ numa iei ..." 

CYou want to leave but you dent want, don't want h lake me ..") 

The soramimi version of which is : 
"Bel sa, beishu ka, noroanoma-iei.'Nornanoraa-iei '." 
("American, is it, American wine, drink it drink it yeah.' 
Drink it drink it yeah I "J 



From Sean Paul's "Fire Links Intro": 

"Mayday/ ... Sean Paul.' This one is hot / w 

The soramimi Version of Which is : 
"Me itai.' — Shanpu / Rinsu wa natsa / 
("My eyes hurt .' . . . The shampoo/ 

There isn't any more WairconditJoner/'V 




Text excerpted from the Wikipedia article The Ruiles. 5 Mireh zo07 




From Th* Beatles' "l Want to Hold Your Hand" 

11 1 want to hold your hand " 

The soramiroi version of which is ' 
"Ako na Wonychan" 

C Idiotic public urinatkm") "Honyohan" 
is a legal term for the crime. 




Text excerpted from the Wikipedia articles Soramimi and Drayosfea din f ei. 15 October 2007 
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KUroy was here is an 
American popular culture 
express ten , often seerv in g raff iti . 
The distinctive doodle of Kilroy " 
peeking over a wall also appears in^ 
other cultures , but the character is 
not named Kilroy, bat Re — as in 
Kae> was here. 

In the United Kingdom, such graffiti is 
Known as a "chad . " In Chile, the graphic 
is known as a , *sapc'"Ctoad). 

The phrase appears to have originated 
through United Static servicemen, 
who would draw the dcodte and text 
on the walls where -fcheg wore 
Stationed or encamped. . 



H 



One theory identifies James J. SCffaeggi 
an American shipyard inspector as 
the man behind the signature. During 
World War It , he worked at the 
Bethlehem Steel Shipyard in Quincg., 
Massachusetts , where he claimed to 
have used Hie phrase fo mark rivets 
he had checked' Later, -the phrase 
would be found in places that no 
graffiti artist could have reached 
< ins ids sealed h«*!l spaces, for example)/ 
which fed the mythical Significance 
of the phrase. 
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JOHN LASSETER 



John Lasseter is an Academy Award- winning 
animator and the chief creative officer 
at Ptxar and Walt Disney Animation 
Studios- He was also named Principal 
Creative Advisor at Walt Disney 
tmagineering^ where he will help 
design attractions for Disney's 
theme parks . 

On graduation from California 
Institute of the Arts, Lassetet- 
Worked as a Jungle Cruise 
skipper at Disneyland in 
Anaheim. He later obtained a 
job as an animator. Invited by 
friends tb se© <k?mpttfcer sequences 
fbr an upcoming film, Tron, he 
immediately saw the potential 
of this new technology. 



At Lucas f ilm Computer Graphics 
Group, Lasseter worked on a 
project that resulted in the 
computer - animated 
short The Mventures of 
Andre and Walhj B. 

i 

A founding member 
of Pixar, he directed 
the first computer- 
animated feature, m 
Thy Story. 
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Text excerpted from the Wikiped ia at- 1 iele Ktfroj W4s k ere. 10 Dec 2ccrj 



Text excerpted from the W iki ped ia article dbhn Lasseter. 2 Jan 2C06 
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Rowan Atkinson, is 
an En<3 JisH comedian , 
actor and writer, jEajnous 
fi?r his title roles in the 
British television Comedies 
Bhckadder and Mr Bean. 

The character <?P Mr.Bean - 
likened somewhat to a 
modern -day Charlie 
Chaplin— was First 
developed when 
Atkinson was studying 
for his PhD at Oxford 
University, However, 
the name of the character 
was net decided t with a 
number of other veg stable * 
influenced names* sucha& 
Mr. Cauliflower/ being 

eacpSoflffd. 



J 
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Mr. Bean or ten Seems unaware 
of baste aspects of the wag the 
world works* The show has 
inspired two feature films and 
an animated carteoh spin-off. 
In the animated series, he 
was shown to be an alien. 
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Human 
Billboard 



A human billboard is Someone who 
applies an advertisement on his or 
her person . Most commonly , this 
means holding or wearing a sign 
of Some Sort/ hut also may include 
wearing advertising as clothing 
or, in extreme cases, having 
advertising tattooed on the body. 

In 19th century London, the 
practice begun when advertising 
posters became subject to a tax 
and competition for wall &pac& 
became tierce. Prince Pudkler- 
Muskau described the activity 
in 1820s London 
as such: 
"formerly 
people were 
content 
to paste 
[advertise- 
ments] upj 
now they are 
ambulant. 
One man had 
a pasteboard 
hat/ on which 
is written in 
great letter* : 



vM$ 



Text excerpted from the Yfikipedia articles Rowan Atkinson And Mr. Bean . 30 July l&n 




Sign -holders 
are Known 
as human 
directionals in 

the advertising 
industry. 



The modem 

human directional 
employs a number of 
tricks to attract attention^ 
Such as spinning the Sign on 
one finger, throwing it up in 
the air and spinning it* or 
even riding the sign like. 
ahorse. However, *he use of 
Such attention- grabbing tricks 
has been criticised as being 
distracting to drivers, and a 
number of cities have banned 
sig n twirling , allhou gh not 
human directionals themselves. 



The first person to have a 
permanent tattoo for 
advertising purposes was 
a 22- year-old named Jim 
Nelson j who in 20O3 
Sold the space on the 
back of his head to 3- 
web hosting service 
■forJrZOOD. 
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The hodag is a fictional animal 
of Wisconsin- The earliest 
"discovered/ found in the 
woods of northern Wisconsin in IgfS 
near Rhinelander, is also the largest 
and most ferocious . It is covered wi*h 
fctack far and Has spikes along its hack 
and two horns on its head. 




SIPEHIU. 
PODGE HODAG 



The sidehill 
dodge hcdag 
dwells in the 
hills and bltnYs of scwlhwe&tern 
Wisconsin. It has evolved k> 
have longer legs on one Side- 
than the other, so thai it can 
more easily walk across the 
hills, with the shorter legs on 
the uphill side. 




CAVE 

HODAG 




The smallest 
hodag of all, 
f with at least 
three glowing eyes to 
enable it to see in the 

caves of southwestern 

Wisconsin, the sidehill 
dodge hodag may have 
retreated to th* CAVeS 

to escape encroaching 
civilisation or logging. 



iSHOYEL-NOSE 
HODAG 



On the hodag's nose, 

instead, of a horn 

there is a large 

spade - shaped bony 

growth,, used as a 

lever for knocking over 

trees containing its 

favor its food, porcupine, 

which it then devours head first 
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An American author and humorist 
best known for his personification of a PC 
in Apple's advertising campaign and his 
Correspondent work on Comedy Central fe 
The Daily Show, his written work 
has been published in The fer/s 
Review, The NewYerb Times 
Magazine and IftcSweeney's 
Quarterly Concern. He has fj ,,**■ 

also contributed lo Public ' 

Radio International fe 
This American Life. 

Hoda man's first book, 
The Areas o^ATy Expertise, 
was published in ioqs. 

Before gaining fame as a 
writer , Hodgman worked as 
a literary agent in New York&'ly. 
Hodgman has used his experience 
ds an agent in his column 
"Ask a Former Professional 
Literary Agent. 7 > 



& 
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"All writers are thieves." 

From an inierviewon 

The Sound of Young America 

"Lies are just another 
kind of storytelling 
but with the very 
distinct and enlivening 
motive of desperation." 

from an interview on 
Powells.com 

"Most people don'i 
believe facts." 
From an interview on 
The Daily Sjww 



Text excerpted from the Wikipedia article JRodag* 16 April llXfl 



Text excerpted from the Wikipedia article tfojin Heigman, 4 June 2007 
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"Why did the chicken 
cross the road? " is 
one of the oldest and 
most famous riddles 
Still in use in the 
English language. 
Tfve. most common, 
ans-wer is "To^et 
to the other side." 



An commonly told, 

the riddle's humor 

ccrootf fWm the 

fact that its 

answer is expected 

toit^iv:;-v, thai is 

in fact, »oj. This is known a* anti -humor. 

The riddle is very old and the original form 
may be lost forever. The modern -day version 
makes its first published appearance in 1915, 







An L992 edition of Potter's 
American Monthly gives 
the riddle in this form: 



tfjw should not a 
chicken cross 
the road ? 



It would be a 
fowl proceedings 




Mike the Headless Chicken f April 1945 - 
March 1947) was a Wyandotte rooster 
that lived for 19 months after his head 
had been cut off. Thought by many to 
b& a hoax, the University <=f Utah in. 
Salt take City 
confirmed that it 
was legitimate. 

Farmer Lloyd Oken 
of Pruita , Colorado/ 
failed to completely 
decapitate the birdj 
leaving most of the 
brain stem Lnl&it, 
Olsen decided to 
care permanently 
for Mike, feeding 
him milk and water 
via an eyedropper,* 
he was also Fed small 
grains of corn. 

Mike is now ait 
institution in 
TVttita; with an 
annual "Mike the 
Headless Chickfih Ray. 
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Molasses or treacle is a thick syrup 
by-product from uie processing of the 
Sugarcane or sugar beet into sugar. 
Cane molasses is a common ingredient 
in baking , often used in baked goods 
such as gingerbread cookies. 



%^^ 



<z?<^ 




The Molasses Gang was 
a New \/ork street gang 
during the 1870s, 
primarily made up of 
Sneak thieves and 
minor criminals who 
Were highly publicized 
for the corned ic 
methods of their 
robberies. One such 
tactic was to enter 
a local store.,. 




... asking the owner 
to till a member's hat 
with molasses — 
explaining that it 
was a bet among the 
other members to see 
how much molasses 
the hat would hold. 




When the hat was filled , 
the gang members would 
pull the hat over the 
owner's head, blinding 
him while the other 
members looted the Store. 



By IP/77,, most of the gang 

ho.d beer: arrested. 




Text excerpted €rom the Wikipedia articles Why did the chicken cross the ron/H ? 
and Mike the Headless Chicken. H June 2cx?7 



Text excerpted from the Wikipedia articles MofcsseS and Molasses Gang, lb Dec 2oob 
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Cartcon physics is 4 joking reference k> 
the fact thai animation allows recular laws 
of physics to be ignored in humorous ways for 
dramatic effects. Ken- example ^ when a cartoon 
character runs off a cliff, gravity has no effect 
until the character notices and reacts. 





The idea that cartoons 
behave differently 
than the real world; 
but not randomly* is 

virtually a& old as 
animation.. Aeartcoit's 
logic is governed by 
what "m^kes sente" 
(is consistent) 
rather than what " is" 
(natural law). 



Holes can be physically picked up 
and moved. Tunnels atvi doors can 
be created merely by painting them 
cm the surface where they are desired. 




Many characters are 
able to produce any 
object from behind 
their back at will. 

Ham interspace, a 

fan -envisioned 

extradimensional ,, 
instantly accessible 
storage area* is used 
to explain how animated 
characters can produce 
objects out of thin air. 





The Cashew is a tree native to 
northeastern Brazil, now widely 
grown in tropical climates for 
its cashew "nuts J ' and 
cashew apples. 

What appears to be the 
fruit of the cashew 
tree is an oval or pear- 
shaped accessory fruit 
or false fruit that develops 
from the cashew Rower. 
The true trait of the cashew 
tree qrews at the end of 
the pseiidofruit. Within 
the true fruit is a single 
Seed, the cashew nut. 

The seed is surrounded 
by a double shell 
containing a caustic 
resin , umshtolr a potent 
skin irritant toxin also 
bound in poison ivij. 
The urashiol must be 
removed from the nut shells 
before the seed inside is 
processed for consumption — * 
a somewhat hazardous process — 
and exceedingly painful Skin rashes 
amonc) processing workers are- 
common. 

In India/ urush&l is traditionally 
used to control tamed elephants. 



Text excerpted from the Wikipedia articles CZrfcOn physicj and fiammorspace. 12 Kirch *CD7 



Text excerpted from the ViRipedia article fasJiew, 1 July 2C07 



Cashew 
apple 





Kernel 



The cashew apple is 
used for its juicy but 
acidic pulp, which can 
be eaten raw or used 
in the production of 
jam, chutney or 
various beverages — 
distilled into tiqoor 
or diluted and sugared 
as & refreshing drink • 

The cashew apple is 
very, perishable. In 
many parts of the 
vforld, the false fruit 
is simpty discarded 
after removal of the nut. 
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Raining 
Animals £ 



Raining animals is 4 relatively rare 
meteorological phenomenon, although 
occurrences have been reported from 
m 'Finy countries throughout "history. 

Ori« hypothesis is thai strong winds 
travelling over water sometimes 
pick up fish or f rogs and carru 
them for up to several miles. 
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Sometime* the animals Survive 
the fall, suggesting a Small 
time gap between the extraction 
and the actual dre>p- In- Some 
incidents , however, the animals 
are frosen to death or even 
completely encased in ice. 

In some eases, scientific 
explanations dent] the existence 
op rains of fishes. For example., 
in the case of a rain oF fishes in 
Singapore in 1861, the supposed 
rain took place during a mi<jratif?n 
of walking catfish , which are 
capable of dragging themselves 
f nor* one puddle to another. 
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Are4shirt is a stock 
character, used f requently 
in science f ict'O" but also 
other genres, whose Sole 
purpose is to die violently 
seen after being introduced. 






The term comes from 
the popular American 
science fiction 
television series 
SUrTrek, in 
which security 
officers wore 
red shirts, and 
were often killed 
on missions 
under the 
aforerrient ioned 
circumstances. 



"Fans often dub redshirt 
Characters with humorcuSj 

generic nicknames, such 
as "Ensign Expendable" 
or "Ensign Anonymous." 

Comedian Dennis Miller 
comments that his status 
in movies mirrors 
the redshirt S, \ 




Text excerpted frorn the Wikipedia article Raini ng animaJs. 19 Nov "2007 



Text excerpted from the Wikipedia article Redsftirt (character), n Dec sees 



